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14 LYNCH[NG‘ .IN county after the lynching of Bem_- Court records wer.}.l sealr cll;lg}()iirfor I,Ef'
- L , min Hance, taken from the jail by ai%‘]':fglegs'a%%r:vex;nfg Fg'efieric},k andg“my
STATE S«INCEJ-S&S, mob at Leoardtows. opinion is that no action was taken by

i Docket entries in the case of the grand jury in the matter,” stated
NONE PROSECUTED ‘Howard Cooper, indicted for rape and o & Hough, the clerk.

-assault with infent to 1V1 by a Balti-, R ds also fail to furish enlight-
more county glgnd ?‘Xg 4 ter(lldbabr(;n pté{ I—‘-enrfgl(“a)il" ~,on the disposition wcf lthe
9 wi I e eathjr : ; i
Prior to the hanging of Mathew “;fltgrfshoe::r-:‘yo{xhi case ahad b{en re reports on the lynching of Jacob Hen

Pr ? ; i lillion
Williams here Decerhber 4, there had iminal court in Balti-] son, at Ellicott City and Hoe Ver

been thirteen lynchings. in Maryland $§¥:d cﬁzythfofrfg;:f‘ f)efore Cooper’ ‘a}: I{p;t)}tler é\ngibrgiz,r kbltetxpllr-le :23}1 tﬁg
ai ’ P ; e ¢ . S .
since 1885. A summary perusal of the was taken from the Towson jail amf-_ gop?f:i}on there was no action taken to

Court records for the last half century " i record of jury] 4 s e :
in the counties where the lynchings gg;?;(;ati'ggfare 1s.no J sward investigation that would bring

occurred tl:eveal that in ?ﬁ};dca‘ se the " oyr i other 1ynch.ings in Maryland, 'abou a conviction.
L B Moty of the mop e, 10 SO T5kords ‘are found of grend
s . s e > ljury indictments, according  to
sufficiently to procure either indict- glel%(s of the Circuit Court in the
ment or conviction. unties where the lynchings occurred.

The usual procedure has been to coThe case of James Reed. hanged af-
empanel a coroner's jury for the pur- ter slaying an officer at Crisfield was
pose of fixing res-ponmbxhty for the not reported to the court, Clerk J.
vietim’s death. In a few ’nSta’.‘ces"Milliard Tawes stated.

.the case was sent to the grand Jur_y,! Henry Davis was taken from the
though this ipractice was followed in Annapolis jail and hgnged in the rear
a minority of the .cases, since -the of the college grptidsybut “there was
coroner’s jury had already rendered dothing done i the’ matter- whatso-
& verdict that death had been “caused ever; according to Clerk Frank S.

by unknown persons.” .Aryndel _county
Of the fourteen lynchings, five oc_:‘,Revell ofthe Anne L

curred on the Eastern Shore, seven in
the western shore counties and one in]
Baltimore city. -

In the latter case, King Davis, a
Negro, was taken from the jail in
Brooklyn,Baltimore suburb,on Decem-
ber 23, 1911, and shot to death, Davis
‘had slain a resident of Anne Arundel
‘county. A coroner’s jury found “un-
known persons” perpetrated the Iyn-
ching,

The same verdict was rendered by
a coroner’s jury in Cumberland prob-
ing the lynching of William Burns,
Negro, the day after he had slain a
city policeman.

At Princess Anne where Isaac
Kemp and William Andrews, were
taken from the jail ang lynched, re-.
spectively in 1894 and 1897, the coro-
ner’s jury’s investigqtion was fod-
lowed by a grand jury probe, neither
of which produced results. "

The Kent county grand jury was
inktructed to investigate the lynching
of James Taylor who was taken from
the jail at Chestertown and hanged i
May 1892, Nine witnesses were cals
led but none were found who ecould
identify any members of the mob.

Similar action, with.the same lack




